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Communicator

EXPLORERS

Task 1: good communicator

RING, RING, RING! We are surrounded by communications. Phone 
conversations, electronic messages, advertising, and simple body language 
fill up our days. Communication plays a big part in our lives even if we don’t 
think about it. During your work on this emblem, you will look at several 
traditional and non-traditional techniques for communication. Open your 
minds to the world of talking, listening, and sharing information with others.

To earn the Communicator emblem, you must complete FIVE of the tasks.

Being a good communicator does not come naturally for everyone. It is something that you 
sometimes have to think about and practice. When you are communicating with another person, 
you want to make sure that you’re getting your information across and listening to the other 
person as well.

With your troop, discuss what traits make a good communicator and a good listener.

Good Communicator Good Listener

Now, get into pairs, and plan out a skit to show an example of 
being a good listener/ good communicator or a bad listener/bad 
communicator. Take turns presenting your skit for the troop, and see 
if they can tell by your skit if you are good or bad at communicating!
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The telephones have so many ringtones available that make them sound different, but they all 
have one thing in common — they want to be answered! It is important to remember to have 
good manners when answering and speaking on the phone.

Do
• Speak clearly.

• Answer with “Hello” or “The (Smith’s) Residence, (Joe) 
speaking.”

• Talk loud enough into the phone without shouting.

• Use courtesy words like “Please” and “Thank you.”

• Don’t interrupt while the other person is speaking.

• Take messages politely, repeating number back.

• Remember the caller cannot see your head shake or nod 
as an answer to a caller’s question. 

• Say “Good bye” before hanging up.

Don’t
• Stay on the line in silence.

• Hang up on the person.

• Shout into the phone.

• Answer in a very busy room.

• Tell a stranger your name and where you are unless you are talking to emergency 
personnel.

To complete this task, make an advertising poster showing the Do’s and Don’ts of good phone 
manners.

– OR –

Make a video public service announcement sharing the Do’s and Don’ts of phone etiquette.

Task 2: phone etiquette
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There are many opportunities that arise when speaking is not necessary or appropriate. You 
might not realize it, but several times a day you show others how you are feeling with simple 
body language.

Fill in the chart below with how you show these emotions with body language.

Happy

Sad

Sleepy

Excited

Afraid

Confused

Angry

American Sign Language (ASL) is a language 
that relies on hands and face movements and 
expressions completely. It is a silent language 
used primarily with deaf communities. It can 
be learned as a second language for those 
wanting to know how to communicate with 
people who are hearing impaired. There are 
signs for many words and phrases in our 
vocabulary. There is also an alphabet chart for 
each letter.

To complete this task, review the ASL alphabet, 
and learn to spell your name. Show your troop 
leader your name in ASL.

Task 3: body language
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Another form of communication was created in 1835. It is called Morse code and was named 
after the inventor Samuel Morse. It is composed of a series of dots and dashes that can be sent 
by light (short and long flashes), sound (short and long buzzes or whistles), or a flag (the flag is 
swung to the right for a dot, to the left for a dash). This code is used in our military and space 
programs and by emergency personnel and hobbyists.

Investigate your community, and find a local ham radio club. Invite a guest from the club to come 
teach about and demonstrate the use of Morse code.

By using the Morse code chart below, decode the following message: (Note: the / indicates a 
new word.)

.--- . ... ..- ... / .-.. --- ...- . ... / -.-- --- ..-

__ __ __ __ __    __ __ __ __ __    __ __ __

Task 4: morse code
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Video chatting is set up in many places across the country. Often, you will even see people 
having video conferences at businesses to save travel expenses and time. Video chatting 
occurs on small screens like personal cell phones or large screens in a conference room. All the 
participants need are a video conferencing app or program, a camera, and a screen.

To complete this task:
1. Learn how to install a program or app on your device (computer, tablet, or phone).

2. Learn how to contact another person to video chat.

3. Learn how to answer when another person is contacting you.

4. Show these skills to your leader or resource person.

5. Show how to use the video chat program proficiently and log out when finished with the 
conversation.

Signature of Completion: ______________________________________ 

Date: ______________________________________

Task 5: video chatting

Task 6: newsletter

Time to share some news with others! For this task, your Explorer group will create a newsletter 
to share information with your families. A newsletter is a written form of communication that is 
written periodically to share information with a group of people. Your group will create the first 
edition of your own Explorers newsletter, and send it home to all the parents.

What you need to do:

• Name your newsletter.

• Decide on three to four articles to include.

• List important dates coming up.

• Decide what pictures or illustrations will you include.

You have three choices of ways to create the newsletter:

Choice 1 – Handwrite the newsletter, and cut and paste the articles onto copy paper.
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Choice 2 – Collect all of the articles, and have someone type them and put them together. 

Choice 3 – Create a social media page for your troop, and post the articles and information on 
the page.

Once you have all the pieces of your newsletter, copy the newsletter, and send it home to all the 
families or share the web address for your social media page.

Task 7: timeline

Written communication has changed throughout history. It’s time to do some research.

Make a time line showing how forms of communication have changed over the years, from the 
past to the present. Starting with leaving messages on cave walls and ending with email and 
texting, many forms of writing and communication have been used. Include at least 10 different 
forms of communication on your timeline. Share your finished project with your troop.

Task 8: advertising

In business, those who are in charge of marketing the business or product work to persuade 
people to buy, attend, or desire the item or event. Advertising is a powerful communication tool 
that can use printed word, commercials, radio spots, and more.

For this task, your troop will plan a fundraising event, and advertise it to your community.

1. Decide on the activity or event to raise funds for your troop:

• Sell candy, bookmarks, or other items.

• Have a bake sale.

• Host a spaghetti dinner, a pancake breakfast, or other meal.

2. Make a list of items and needs for your fundraiser.

3. Advertise items or event using at least two different ways of communication:

• Make posters to hang up around your community.

• Create a flyer, copy it, and post it around your area.

• Make a video advertisement, and share it on social media or even contact your 
local TV station and see if it can be aired.

• Call the radio station, and ask for information on how to share news of the event.

• Send out an email with all the information to members of your corps or church.



bible time
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Date Completed

Leader’s or Resource Person’s Signature

Emblem Completion

ON TARGET!
Take time this week and write a short note to God saying thank you for erasing a 
particular sin in your life that you are sorry for.

Exodus 3:1–4 NIV

“Now Moses was tending the flock of Jethro his father-in-law, 
the priest of Midian, and he led the flock to the far side of the 
wilderness and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. There the 
angel of the LORD appeared to him in flames of fire from within 
a bush. Moses saw that though the bush was on fire it did not 
burn up. So Moses thought, ‘I will go over and see this strange 
sight — why the bush does not burn up.’ When the LORD saw 
that he had gone over to look, God called to him from within the 
bush, ‘Moses! Moses!’ And Moses said, ‘Here I am.’”



reach  for the stars
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Star Completion

Date Completed

Leader’s or Resource Person’s Signature

To complete the Reach for the Stars project, finish one of the choices below.

Sign up to attend a Ham Radio class session, and learn more about this means of emergency 
communication. Classes are usually free, so check your area for resources or go to http:// www.
arrl.org/find-an-amateur-radio-license-class and find a class offering in your area. Attend at least 
three classes to learn more about this useful means of communication and fun hobby.

– OR –

Take at least three classes to begin learning American Sign Language. These classes are offered 
at local schools, churches, and colleges.

– OR –

Study one form of communication that has changed life with its invention. Learn when it was 
discovered or invented. Who is credited with the discovery? What benefits did it provide to the 
human race? Share this information by a report, display board, PowerPoint, or other creative 
outlet.

http:// www.arrl.org/find-an-amateur-radio-license-class
http:// www.arrl.org/find-an-amateur-radio-license-class


leader  resource
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Communications may not be a strength of your troop. For this task, discuss as a group what 
makes a person a good communicator and also a good listener. Encourage the boys to think 
about when they really feel like they are being listened to and understood.

Some Good Communicator Qualities
• Be a good listener.

• Be honest.

• Be clear in what you are saying.

• Have appropriate nonverbal behavior.

• Ask questions especially if there is misunderstanding.

• Stick to the facts and don’t let your emotions upset you.

• Repeat questions and information when needed.

• Speak at a good volume so the other person can hear you. 

• Don’t talk over the other person.

• Stay on topic.

Some Good Listener Qualities
• Concentrate on the conversation.

• Eliminate distractions.

• Keep eye contact.

• Have appropriate nonverbal behavior (for example, have arms uncrossed and open, and 
nod your head).

• Restate what you hear.

• Ask active questions to clarify information.

• Don’t talk over the other person.

If you have boys that do not want to perform skits, give them an opportunity to show the skills 
another way. They could draw a picture showing good communicator skills or write a poem, rap, 
or song sharing good tips.

Task 1: good communicator

communicator
To earn the Communicator emblem, Explorers must complete FIVE tasks.
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Task 2: phone etiquette

Playing a game of telephone is a great warm up activity for this task.

Do
• Speak clearly.

• Answer with “Hello” or “The (Smith’s) Residence, (Joe) speaking.”

• Talk loud enough into the phone without shouting.

• Use courtesy words like “Please” and “Thank you.”

• Don’t interrupt while the other person is speaking.

• Take messages politely, repeating the phone number back.

• Remember the caller cannot see your head shake or nod as an answer to a caller’s 
question.

• Say “Good bye” before hanging up.

Don’t
• Stay on the line in silence.

• Hang up on the person.

• Shout into the phone.

• Answer in a very busy room.

• Tell a stranger your name and where you are unless you are talking to emergency personal.

Telephone Game
To play, line boys up in a straight line. Start at one end, and whisper a sentence to the first boy so 
that only he can hear. Then, have him pass the sentence along by whispering into the next boy’s 
ear. Continue on until the last person hears the message. Have the last person say the message 
aloud, and see if the message became mixed up as it traveled down the phone line.

We cannot assume that phone manners are taught in every house. It is important to take time to 
share the Do’s and Don’ts of phone etiquette with your Explorers since a lack of consideration 
has swept into our telephone habits.

Review the Do’s list in the Explorer Handbook. Is there anything your boys can add to the list?

Spend a few moments talking about Don’ts that we should stay away from when using the telephone.
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Task 3: body language

This is a perfect time to allow the boys time to practice their phone skills. Allow them to work in 
groups of two and “call” each other, and have a pretend conversation and leave a message for 
someone. Provide phones (if available, or they can pretend), notepads, and pencils.

Topic Ideas for Pairs:
Caller: Son – Answerer: Mom – Topic: Son wants to stay longer at his friends house. 

Caller: Salesman – Answerer: Child – Topic: Mom is unavailable to speak

Caller: Pastor – Answerer: Child – Topic: Pastor needs parent to bring a book to study. 

Caller: Uncle Joe – Answerer: Dad – Topic: Uncle wants to take boys fishing this week.

Have fun creating your own conversation starters, and watch the boys practice their etiquette. 
To complete the task, provide materials for the boys to either create an advertisement poster 
showing a Do or Don’t when it comes to phone manners.

– OR –

Write a script with your Explorers and make your own public service announcement about sharing 
the Do’s and Don’ts of phone manners.

Happy smile, bounce in step

Sad frown, crying, slumped shoulders

Sleepy yawning, closing eyes

Excited clapping, big smile, bright open eyes

Afraid grimace, biting your lip, wringing hands

Confused scratching your head, wrinkled brow

Angry shaking a fist, creased brows

Non-verbal communication is very important to understand. This task allows the Explorers to be 
able to pick up cues from others around them about how they are feeling. It also introduces them 
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Task 4: morse code

to American Sign Language. You never know when one of your boy’s interest in this second 
language will be sparked and he will want to know more. So be prepared to answer questions.

Online resources
http://www.handspeak.com/word/
http://www.lifeprint.com/dictionary.htm 
https://www.signingsavvy.com/

Books that can be used as resources are available at your local library or bookstore. Here are a 
few options:

The American Sign Language Phrase Book by Barbara Fant and Betty Miller 
American Sign Language Dictionary by Martin L.A. Sternberg

Ham Radio clubs often have members happy to share their knowledge with willing audiences. 
Use this link to search online: http://www.arrl.org/find-a-club, or check your local community 
directory for a club that meets in your area.

If you cannot find a guest in your area, there are many videos available online that can share 
this information. As always, remember the Internet is filled with inappropriate images and word 
choices, so always preview your videos.

http://www.history.com/topics/inventions/telegraph/videos  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bNoOYeS0gs0

Answer Key

.--- . ... ..- ... / .-.. --- ...- . ... / -.-- --- ..-
Jesus Loves You

There are also many apps that you can use on cell phones and tablets that teach Morse code. If 
your Explorers show interest in this topic, be sure to check out these options as well!

http://www.handspeak.com/word/
http://www.lifeprint.com/dictionary.htm
https://www.signingsavvy.com/
http://www.arrl.org/find-a-club
http://www.history.com/topics/inventions/telegraph/videos
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bNoOYeS0gs0
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Task 5: video chatting

If video chatting is something that is used commonly in your area, this task will be fun to explore 
and become more proficient in this form of communication. Many programs are available to use 
on your computer, phone, and tablet. If you are not already using one, find a free one that you 
and the Explorers can use to learn for this task.

To complete this task, Explorers must:

• Learn how to install a program or app on the device (computer, tablet, or phone).

• Learn how to contact another person to video chat.

• Learn how to answer when another person is contacting them.

• Show these skills to their leader or resource person.

• Show how to proficiently use the video chat program and log out when finished with the 
conversation.

Task 6: newsletter

There are several programs you can use on your computer to arrange the newsletter, but allow 
the Explorers to decide how they want to create the publication. This may be something that your 
troop decides to do for an ongoing activity!

What the Explorers need to do:

• Name their newsletter.

• Decide on three to four articles to include.

• List important dates coming up.

• Decide what pictures or illustrations they will include.

The Explorers have three choices of ways to create the newsletter:

Choice 1 – Handwrite the newsletter, and cut and paste the articles onto copy paper.

Choice 2 – Collect all of the articles, and have someone type them and put them together.

Choice 3 – Create a social media page for your troop, and post the articles and information on 
the page.
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Task 7: timeline

This task is created for your boys who really like to research and find information. There are 
many books written on the topic of communication, as well as websites devoted to the topics.

Some sample topics to see included on the Explorers’ timelines:

• Cave writing

• Writing on papyrus

• Using reflection with metal pieces 

• Wooden block printing

• Pony Express

• Telegraph

• Word processors

• Email

• Writing on stone tablets 

• Calligraphy

• Rag paper is invented 

• Wood pulp paper

• The printing press 

• Typewriters 

• Computers 

• Texting

Support the troop by helping to decide on the item or event. Planning will be very important to 
make this activity work.

1. Decide on the activity or event to raise funds for your troop.

• Sell candy, bookmarks, or other items.

• Have a bake sale.

• Host a spaghetti dinner, a pancake breakfast, or other meal.

2. Make a list of items you need for your fundraiser.

3. Advertise items or event using at least two different ways of communication

• Make posters to hang up around your community.

• Create a flyer, copy it, and post it around your area.

• Make a video advertisement and share it on social media or even contact your local 
TV station and see if it can be aired.

• Call the radio station and ask for information on how to share the event.

• Send out an email with all the information to members of your corps or church.

Task 7: advertising



bible time

EXPLORERS communicator - 15

Exodus 3:1–4 NIV
“Now Moses was tending the flock of Jethro his father-in-law, the priest of Midian, 

and he led the flock to the far side of the wilderness and came to Horeb, the 
mountain of God. There the angel of the LORD appeared to him in flames of fire 
from within a bush. Moses saw that though the bush was on fire it did not burn 
up. So Moses thought, ‘I will go over and see this strange sight — why the bush 

does not burn up.’ When the LORD saw that he had gone over to look, God called 
to him from within the bush, ‘Moses! Moses!’ And Moses said, ‘Here I am.’”

Introduction: Hello! Hello! Hello! Have you ever answered the phone and no matter how 
many times you said “Hello,” there just wasn’t anyone on the other line. I hate that when it 
happens! I don’t know if it is someone pranking me, a bad connection, or if someone called and 
hung up before I answered. The worst is when I can see on the caller ID who called, and then I 
have to decide if I am going to call them back or just wait and see if they call me again.

Well the same kind of thing can be true when we are talking with God. Sometimes, He tries to 
talk to us, and we just aren’t listening, but the Bible shows us that He does have ways. God 
needed to get a message to Moses, so He did something really cool to get Moses’s attention. 
Listen as we read from the Bible.

Scripture: (Read Exodus 3:1–4.) Can you believe it? How cool would it be to see a bush on 
fire that just kept burning? Now that would be useful if you are having a camp out and want a fire 
to burn all night. Start it with one match, and it keeps burning and burning. But this fire wasn’t 
for a campout. God started it, and kept it burning. It was a miracle. God needed to talk to Moses 
and, boy, did He get Moses’s attention! Once Moses realized that it was God speaking to him, 
he said the words, “Here I am.”

ON TARGET!
Can you think of a time when God has tried to get your attention? Pray today and ask God to 
help you listen to His call.

PRAYER
Dear Lord, How wonderful it is that you can get our attention! We are grateful that You are willing 
to do whatever it takes so that we listen. Help me to hear You when You call. Help me to speak 
to you everyday. I pray these things in Your name, amen.

Leader Resource: communicator - Bible Study


